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This  could  be  the  new 
name  of  the  Strobe... 


....so  could  this... 
-SEE  PAGE  5 
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ABC  student  chapter  places  second  in  the  country 


By  Tracy  Barber 
Contributing  Writer 


Recently  the  Fitchburg  State 
College  Associated  Builders  & 
Contractors  student  chapter  look 
2nd  place  in  the  country  lor  ABC 
student  chapters.  They  were 
chosen  over  chapters  from 
Florida  State  University,  Texas 
A&M,  and  others. 

President  Tracy  Barber  and 
Treasurer  Tim  Krulikowski  ac- 
cepted the  award  at  the  Febru- 
ary ABC  Dinner  meeting  in 
Burlington.  The  ABC  organiza- 
tion is  a  nationwide  construction 
contractors  organization  who 
work  to  strengthen  the  construc- 
tion industry  in  numerous  ways. 

Joining  FSC's  ABC  student 
chapter  is  very  beneficial.  Stu- 
dent members  network  with  in- 


dustry leaders,  and  promote  the 
quality  of  the  program. 

The  FSC  chapter  has  placed 
in  the  top  three,  three  out  of  the 
last  four  years.  The  FSC  chap- 
ter now  has  a  reputation  for  hav- 
ing a  top  notch  construction  pro- 
gram. 

The  chapter  strives  to 
strengthen  it's  program  through 
activities  in  the  coming  years. 
They  plan  to  set  up  tables  at 
home  shows  and  construction 
shows,  contact  high  schools  and 
prospective  students,  volunteer 
at  open  houses,  and  promote  at 
highschools. 

Students  are  working  with 
ABC  to  strengthen  the  link  be- 
tween the  students  and  the  indus- 
try through  encouraging  compa- 
nies to  get  more  involved. 

see  ABC  on  page  2 


fracy  Barber  and  Treasurer  Tim  Krulikowski  accept  2nd  place  at  national  award  ceremony 


Convocation  honors  for 

FSC  award  winners 


past  convocation  participants 
Excerpted  from  FSC  Today 


New  awards  honoring  se- 
niors with  the  highest  overall 
academic  records  will  be  pre- 
sented for  the  first  time  at  the 
20th  Annual  Honors  Convoca- 
tion on  Thursday  April  17  at 
2pm. 

These  "Distinguished  Schol- 
ars," as  they  are  called,  will  re- 
ceive awards  for  having  earned 
an  overall  GPA  of  3.9  or  better. 
Also  new  in  this.  The  Year  of  the 
Citizen,  is  the  Frederick 
Douglass  Citizenship  Award  and 


the  Citizenship  Essay  Contest 
Awards.  As  always,  the  event 

the  event  will 
feature  a  proces- 
sional, depart- 
mental awards, 
SGA  awards... 


will  feature  a  processional,  de- 
partmental awards,  SGA  awards, 
and  the  honoring  of  scholarship 


File  photo 

recipients.  Music  will  be  pro- 
vided by  the  FSC  Covocation 
Ensemble,  conducted  by  Dennis 
Wrenn.  The  event,  held  in 
Weston  Auditorium,  begins  at 
2pm,  with  lineup  at  1 :30  pm.  A 
reception  will  follow  in  the 
courtyard  behind  Weston. 

Dr.  Mary  Ann  Hanley,  Asso- 
ciate Dean  of  Academic  Affairs, 
encourages  student  attendance 
saying,  "We  have  many  students 
being  honored  this  year.  We 
hope  to  see  all  of  the  seniors  and 
many  underclassmen  as  well,  at 
the  Convocation." 


FSC  Alumni 

Association  seeks 

nomination  for 

teaching  award 


Press  release 


The  FSC  Alumni  Association  is  seeking  nominations  for 
it's  annual  Joel  D.  Miller  Award,  presented  each  year  to  an 
alumnus  in  the  teaching  profession. 

The  award  carries  a  cash  prize  of  about  $1  (XX),  and  is  funded 
by  Florence  M.  Miller  in  memory  of  her  father,  a  former  state 
senator  from  Leominster  who  is  considered  one  of  the  Founders 
of  Fitchburg  State. 

The  criteria  requires  nominees  to  have  graduated  or  been  a 
student  of  FSC  less  than  ten  years  ago,  and  to  be  actively  en- 
gaged in  teaching. 

The  will  precludes  self-nominations  and  directs  that  the 
originality  of  the  teacher's  work  and  the  recommendations  of 
former  students  be  prime  considerations  by  (he  Miller  Award 
Committee. 

The  committee  will  select  a  teacher  who  has  demonstrated 
"unselfish  devotion  to  teaching  and  who  has  exerted  an  influ- 
ence for  goof  on  his  or  her  pupils." 

Nominations  should  be  forwarded  to  the  Awards  Commit- 
tee in  care  of  the  Alumni  Association,  Fitchburg  Stale  College, 
Fitchburg,  MA,  0 1 420-2697  by  May  6.  If  you  have  any  cjues- 
lions,  contact  Candace  Thierry  at  (508)  665-3400. 
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History  club 
inducts 


By  Jessica  L.  McGowan 
Co-Features  Editor 


On  Thursday.  April  1 0,  the  History  Club  and  Phi  Alpha  Theta,  the 
international  history  honors  society,  held  their  annual  induction  cer- 
emonies at  6:00pm  in  Ellis  White  Lecture  Hall. 

According  to  a  bulletin  "This  annual  induction  ceremony  acknowl- 
edges members  of  the  Fitchburg  State  College  Campus  who  have  a 
genuine  desire  to  pursue  historical  issues  from  an  interdisciplinary 
perspective,  embracing  the  sciences,  technology  and  the  humanities." 

This  ceremony  featured  six  speakers  on  the  topic  of  The  six  stages 
of  His  ton-  and  Installation.  Key  speakers  were  Dr.  Ralph  Coffman, 
advisor  to  Phi  Alpha  Theta,  and  Dr.  John  Paul,  advisor  to  the  History 
Club.  Both  Coffman  and  Paul  presented  certificates  to  all  new  in- 
ductees. Roses  were  also  given  to  Phi  Alpha  Theta  inductees. 

An  informal  reception  following  the  ceremony  was  held  in  the 
Miller  Hall  Ova  where  new  officers  were  elected  for  the  next  school 
year.  Monica  Woods  was  elected  as  President.  Matthew  Gauvin  and 
Tonya  Morin  were  elected  Co- Vice  Presidents.  Lee- Ann  Raymond 
was  elected  Secretary,  Tamara  Zewe  was  elected  Treasurer  to  Phi 
Alpha  Theta,  and  Jessica  McGowan  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the 
History  Club. 

According  to  William  Pate,  this  year's  Treasurer,  Phi  Alpha  Theta 
plans  to  invite  high  schools  to  come  and  compete  (either  through  an 
essay  contest  or  a  test  based  on  the  AP  history  exam)  in  order  to  raise 
interest  at  FSC.  This  program  will  start  with  Bedford  High  School 
and  hopefully,  through  the  help  of  FSC  alumni,  will  grow  to  include 
more  area  high  schools. 

The  History  Club  plans  to  have  speakers  for  the  fall  and  spring, 
and  activities  such  as  an  ice  cream  social  each  semester.  Another 
highlight  is  the  Christmas  Party  held  by  the  History  Club. 

No  pre-requisite  exists  for  entrance  into  the  History  Club.  Phi 
Alpha  Theta  members  must  have  at  least  12  credits  in  history  courses, 
a  3. 1  gpa  in  their  major,  and  a  3.0  cumulative  GPA. 

A  general  meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  April  23  at  5:30  in 
the  Commuter's  Cafe.  For  more  information  call  Dr.  John  Paul  at 
665-3087,  or  Dr.  Ralph  Coffman  at  665-  3084. 

Second  place  in  the  nation 


-ABC 

Continued  from  page  1 


The  group  has  also  held  many  other  activities  throughout  the  year. 
They  have  made  site  visits  to  the  Boston  Courthouse  project,  Boston 
Tunnel  project,  22  State  Street  high-rise  project,  and  a  Modular  home 
site-visit.  The  group  has  also  had 

a  guest  speaker  perform  a  presen-   ^^^^ ^^^^™^^^™^~^— 
tation  on  Energy  Crafted  Homes.    "students  0/*£ 
Other  activities  include  a  fall  BBQ,  y  .  .  - 

seminars  on  construction,  and  the   WOf/ClHg  Wltlt 
monthly  ABC  dinner  meetings  in     a  nf  f~ 
Burlington.  /Lf>C  lO 

The  industry  is  starting  to  rec-   strengthen  the 
ognize  the  program;  more  and  more  ° 

companies  are  coming  to  ABC  for  Unli  between  the 
qualified  professionals. 

Placing  2nd  in  the  nation  for  StlldentS  and  the 
ABC  student  chapters  is  a  highly    .       , 
recognizable  achievement,  and   WullStry.., 
with  the  hard  work  of  the  returning   ^^^^— ^^— 
members,  FSC's  ABC  chapter 


» 


hopes  to  honor  it's  school  by  placing  next  year. 


RETRACTION 


In  issue  6, 4/2/97,  in  the 
Campus  crime  still 
haunts  FSC  article: 

The  advisor  of  the 
crime  prevention 
commitec  is  Jim 
Walcknert,  not  Ted 
Cunningham 


HELP  WANTED 

Pitt-gat  &  Weekends 

Seeking  matoe  itsdividuak  Waitresses, 

Cooks,  KiKteo  Prep  &  Dish-washes. 

Good  pay  ajdwddt^cofidMaw.  Call; 

Cormier  Coring  Service 
342-0481 


Students  pay  the  price 


Kimberly  White 
Investigative  Reporter 

This  semester  there  has 
been  a  noticeable  difference  in 
the  attendance  policy.  Students 
have  been  told  that  failed 
attendance  will  result  in  loss  of 
financial  aid. 

Students  who 
improperly  with- 
draw from  col- 
lege take  funds 
away  from  other 
students 

FSC  has  recently  been  sub- 
jected to  an  audit  of  its  financial 
records  by  the  federal  govern- 
ment. Rob  McGann,  Dean  of 
Enrollment  Services,  said,  "Af- 
ter the  audit,  we  became  aware 
that  attendance  was  a  weakness 


ing  from  the  school  and  not  fill- 
ing the  proper  withdrawal  forms. 
The  college  is  liable  for  the 
money  which  is  not  used  to  pay 
the  remainder  of  the  student's 
bill." 

Attendance  is  checked 
through  the  tenth  week  of  the 
semester.  "We  wait  until  after  the 
add/drop  period  when  people's 
schedules  get  settled.  It's  done 
at  the  professors'  convenience. 
Most  professors  have  been  co- 
operating. "We  have  tried  to 
provide  advanced  notice  to  the 
professors  to  let  them  know  what 
will  be  going  on,"  McGann  said. 
Only  a  few  years  ago,  the 
college's  loan  volume  was  two- 
three  million  dollars  a  year.  Now 
its  loan  volume  is  six-seven  mil- 
lion dollars  a  year,  because  more 
students  are  eligible  for  such 
loans.  Students  who  improperly 
withdraw  from  college  take 
funds  away  from  other  students. 
FSC  is  taking  the  attendance 
policy  seriously  in  regards  to  fi- 
nancial aid.  McGann  hopes  this 


for  us.  Students  were  withdraw-        will  solve  the  problem. 

Getting  credit  for 
community  service 


By  Karen  Druker 
Staff  Writer 


April  is  Disabilities  Aware- 
ness Month  and  FSC  encourag- 
es faculty  and  students  to  do 
community  service.  "As  Year  of 
the  Citizen,  one  of  the  things  that 
we've  been  doing  is  tabulating 
all  of  the  volunteer  or  commu- 
nity service  activity  that  stu- 
dents, faculty,  and  staff  have 
been  doing,"  Says  Anne  Coyne, 
head  of  Student  Affairs. 

Student  Affairs  is  supporting 
a  project  called  Year  of  the  Citi- 
zen -  Accept  the  Challenge.  A 
committee  of  people  voted  and 
decided  on  what  they  thought 
would  be  a  reasonable  number 
of  community  service  hours 
based  on  the  population  at  F.S.C. 
Coyne  says,  "Because  it's  the 
96-97  year,  we  came  up  with 
97,000  hours.  We  decided  to  use 
the  time  period  of  September  1, 
1996  to  May  1,  1997." 

As  of  April  9,  1997,  only 
10,000  hours  of  community  ser- 
vice have  been  logged  in.  Coyne 
believes  people  are  doing  many 
more  hours  of  community  ser- 
vice, but  they  are  not  turning  in 
their  cards  to  the  Student  Affairs 
Office.  "It's  possible  that  people 
are  holding  their  cards  and  not 
sending  them  into  us  until  May 
first,"  says  Coyne. 

The  cards  that  log  the  com- 
munity service  hours  can  be 
picked  up  in  the  Student  Affairs 
Office,  located  in  the  Sanders 
Administration  building;  they 
help  Student  Affairs  keep  track 
of  individual  community  service 
hours.  "Those  with  at  least  97 
hours  will  get  a  tee-shirt,"  says 
Coyne,  "Everyone  will  get  a  cer- 
tificate. We  have  a  number  of 


people  who  have  already  com- 
pleted 97  hours." 

Student  Affairs  wants  to  rec- 
ognize individuals  for  commu- 
nity service.  "I  want  to  get  a  list 
of  all  the  people  on  campus,  not 
necessarily  the  departments  or 
the  organization,"  says  Coyne. 
"I  really  need  to  clarify  or  get 
the  word  out  that  volunteer  ex- 
perience can  be  counted  in  your 
own  community  as  well  as  the 
Fitchburg  area." 

Whether  or  not  the  goal  of 
97,000  hours  is  reached,  a  cer- 


"It's  all  about 
being  a  citizen, 
giving  time, 
being  involved, 
and  being 
active. " 

emony  will  be  held.  "We  have  a 
lot  of  students,  faculty,  and  staff 
who  are  involved  and  active," 
says  Coyne,  "We  just  want  to 
recognize  them  for  their  ser- 
vices." 

On  May  8, 1997  at  1:30  in  the 
M&M  lounge,  there  will  be  a 
Recognition  Celebration  for 
anybody  that  has  volunteered 
during  the  time  period  of  Sep- 
tember 1,  1996  to  May,  1  1997. 
"Anybody  that  did  anything 
will  get  a  certificate  signed  by 
President  Riccards  for  Year  of 
the  Citizen.  Also,  the  student 
organization  or  the  department 
with  the  most  hours  will  get  a 
pizza  party,"  says  Coyne. "It's  all 
about  being  a  citizen,  giving 
time,  being  involved,  and  being 
active." 
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publication  letters  to  the  edi- 
tor on  any  topic  of  interest  lo 
the-  Fitchburg  State  College 
community.  All  submissions 
run  at  the  discretion  of  the  Edi- 
tor-in-Chief and  are  subject  to 
editing  for  style  and  length. 
Documents  published  in  the 
Opinion  section  of  the  Strobe, 
are  the  opinion  of  the  writer, 
and  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Strobe,  its 
staff,  or  Fitchburg  State  Col- 
lege. 

All  articles  must  be  typed 
or  legibly  hand- written  and  in- 
clude a  name  and  phone  num- 
ber in  case  of  questions.  All 
letters  in  response  to  a  Strobe 
article  must  be  submitted 
within  two  days  after  the  ar- 
ticle is  published. 

Announcements  should  be 
short,  including  dates,  places, 
times  and  a  contact  person. 

The  Strobe  is  the  student 
newspaper  of  Fitchburg  State 
College.  The  reprinting  of  any 
material  herein  is  prohibited 
without  the  express  written 
consent  of  the  Editor-in-Chief. 
All  material  submitted  to  The 
Strobe  becomes  the  property  of 
The  Strobe. 
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FN0  COVER  CHARGE  "1 


WITH  THIS  AD 


Thursday,  April  10th 

John  &  John 

A  duo  for  Mr.  McPheely 

Friday,  April  11th 

Nasty  J  and 

The  Grinders 

-  Blues  Band  from 

Boston  - 

Saturday,  April  12th 

Moonstruck  and 

Friends 

COMING  ATTRACTIONS 

Wednesday,  April  16th 

Karaoke 
Thursday,  April  17th 
Mike  Ordway 
Friday,  April  18th 

Mr.  McPheely 
Saturday,  April  19th 
Skootch 


You've  seen 

them  on 

Carson's 

shows,  you've 

seen  them  on 

Leno 

Now  see  them 

at  Stooges 

Starting 

May  9th! 

Watch  For  Details!! 
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WANTED 

BY  ROUX  TRAVEL  I 
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Apply  now  for  summer  jobs! 
Drivers,  waite  staff  &  more! 


I 


118  River  St  (Across  from  Dairy  Queen)    Fitchburg 
(508)  342-0017 


F.Q.C.  Qtudent 
Representatives  to 
earn  credit  toward 
travel  during  college 
breaks.  No  experi- 
ence necessary. 


Apply  in  Person: 

ROUX  TRAVEL 

347-349  Main  St.. 

Fitchburg 

Monday-Saturday 


IrHJralraJrHJRJfHJrHJfHJfHJFHJfHJrHJfHJfBJfHJrElfEJfHJrHJRJfHJfHifgJfHifaJrHJfSJfHlfHJfHJrHJraifHJfHlifn 


CR  Goody's  Pub 

Newly  Remodeled  Pub 


Thursday,  April  17  -  Eggs  &  Ham 

Friday,  April  18  -  Bruce  Jacques 

Saturday,  April  19  -  The  Tories 

Thursday,  April  24  -  New  Pond  Fondle 

Friday,  April  25  -  Mugsy 

Saturday,  April  26  -  Mud  Soup 

May  9  -  Zo-So 

'If  you  liked  Physical  Graffiti,  you'll  love  Zo-So' 

Direct  from  L.A.  California 
#1  Rated  Led  Zepplin  Tribute  Band  in  the  USA 
Only  area  show  of  this  East  Coast 
Don  yt  miss  this  band! 

Every  Thursday 

18+  College  Party 
NO  COVER  BEFORE  10PM  with  Fitchburg  State  College  LP.) 

Starting  in  May 

"Miss  HAWAIIAN  TROPICS" 
Swimsuit  &  Model  Search  Contest  -  12  Weeks  of  Competition 

281  Lunenburg  St.  Fitchburg  Mass.  •  345-4477 
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tf)  CORNE 


Every  week  the  Strobe  will  print  a  Q&A  session  with  President  Michael  Riccords. 
Students'  questions  will  be  answered  by  the  President,  and  printed  here.  Submit 
questions  to  the  Strobe  with  the  following  subject  heading:  President  question. 


CD 

EG 


QWhat  happened  to  the  president's  open  office  hour  where  students  could  personally  voice  their  concerns  with  you 
once  a  week?  (This  was  a  program  the  former  president  had  and  some  wonder  why  it  ceased  existence.) 

A  During  the  last  year  and  a  half,  I  have  scheduled  several  open  office  hours  and  publicized  those  times  with  notices 
throughout  the  campus.  Very  few  students  came  during  those  hours  .  I  frequently  attend  meetings  in  Boston, 
Washington,  and  at  other  college  campuses.  Because  of  this  it  is  difficult  to  set  specific  times  on  a  weekly  basis  for  those 
meetings.  For  that  reason  I  have  asked  Charles  Ratto,  Vice  President  for  Student  Affairs,  to  have  those  open  office 
hours.  He  holds  them  every  Tuesday  from  2  to  5pm;  if  those  times  are  not  suitable,  appointments  can  be  made  with  his 
secretary  at  ext.  3130.  Students  can  also  request  an  appointment  with  me  by  calling  ext.  3114.  Also  watch  for  notices  in 
the  Campus  Center  and  Residence  Halls  for  my  open  office  hours. 

()  What  happened  with  the  mail  boxes?  Why  are  they  being  moved  after  the  students  voted  to  keep  them  were  they  were/are? 

A  After  discussions  with  the  Student  Government  Association,  and  with  their  approval,  the  craft  center  is  being  converted  to  a  student  activity 
center.  The  mail  boxes  will  be  moved  to  the  rear  portion  of  the  basement  level  of  the  Hammond  Building  and  will  use  space  currently  designed 
for  custodial  storage  as  well  as  a  portion  of  the  seating  area  in  the  rear  of  the  cafeteria.  The  plan  minimizes  adverse  impacts  on  everybody. 

(  J  Why  are  students  brought  before  J  board  for  off-campus  incidents  which  do  not  involve  the  school? 

AFitchburg  State  College  students  are  expected  to  act  maturely  and  responsibly  both  on  and  off-campus  and  abide  by  the  Student  Code  of 
Conduct  at  all  times.  The  Student  Code  of  Conduct  was  approved  by  faculty,  staff  and  student  members  of  the  All-College  Council  and  authorizes, 
students  may  be  disciplined  for  off-campus  behavior  that  calls  into  question  a  student's  suitability  as  a  member  of  the  college  community.  It  Ls 
important  to  remember  that  civil  or  criminal  proceedings  and  campus  disciplinary  proceedings  are  two  separate  matters.  Students  are  brought 
before  the  court  for  allegedly  violating  city,  state,  or  federal  law.  Students  are  called  to  the  J -board  for  allegedly  violating  the  high  standards  of 
student  behavior  outlined  in  the  Student  Code  of  Conduct.  However,  no  longer  will  the  college  deal  with  off-campus  parking  violations. 


ACLU  Rep  Speaks  Freely  At  FSC  %£§e3eM^ 
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By  Jessica  L.  McGowan 
Co-Features  Editor 


Students  and  faculty  gath- 
ered in  Miller  Oval  hall  on 
Thursday,  April  10  at  3:30  to 
hear  a  speech  by  John  Roberts, 
Executive  Director  of  the  ACLU 
(American  Civil  Liberties 
Union)  for  Massachusetts. 

The  ACLU  is  an  organization 
founded  by  private  citizens  to 
enforce  the  Bill  of  Rights.  This 
group  started  as  mini-defense 
teams  dedicated  to  protecting 


the  rights  of  citizens  against  big 
government.  According  to  John 
Roberts,  "The  ACLU  presses 

"If  there's  any  place  in 
society  where  people 
should  be  able  to  say 
what  they  want  to,  it 
should  be  in  schools." 

claims  of  people  in  court  who 
were  not  only  breaking  the  law, 
but  the  law  was  supposed  to  pro- 
tect them  anyway." 


The  ACLU's  mission  is  to 
"expand  the  laws  to  protect,  in 
the  best  possible  way,  the  free- 
dom of  individuals,"  said  Rob- 
erts. "In  some  ways  freedom  of 
speech  is  the  most  defined  sec- 
tion of  law,  in  another  way  we're 
still  trying  to  see  what  it  means." 
Discussions  ranged  from  in- 
cidents on  campus,  to  the 
internet,  and  hate  speech.  The 
engrossing  conversation  ex- 
tended beyond  it's  scheduled 
time,  and  organizers  had  to  end 
it  due  to  time  constraints. 

Important  points  made  by 


Roberts  included,  "If 
you  stand  on  principle 
you've  got  to  be  sure  to 
include  everyone,  even 
those  you  don't  like;  if 
there's  any  place  in  so- 
ciety where  people 
should  be  able  to  say 
what  they  want  to,  it 
should  be  in  schools." 
This  speech  was 
sponsored  by  the  Pre- 
Law  and  Political  Sci- 
ence Clubs. 
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Art  unites  elementary 
and  college  students 


By  Keith  Fredericks 
Editor-in-Chief 

Eve.y  week,  5  th  graders  and 
college  students  give  a  collective 
creative  effort  to  bring  art  to  life. 
College  and  Elementary  students 
work  and  learn  together  through 


"If  they're  not 
creative  within 
themselves,  how 
can  they  be  ex- 
pected to  be  cre- 
ative with  chil- 
dren. " 

ihe  Artists  Way. 
Fifth  graders  choose  a  college 

student  to  work  with  for  the  se- 
tter. Each  student  pair  is  des- 
L'naled  a  day  where  they  will 

;ooperativelv  present  their 


project.  The  presentation  in- 
cludes a  biographical  speech 
about  a  chosen  artist.  Both  the 
College  and  Elementary  student 
share  the  teaching  spotlight  dur- 
ing the  oral  presentation.  "I 
thought  it  was  neat  cause  I  got 
to  teach  college  students,"  said 
Fifth  grader  Robert 
Bermingham. 

Three  student  pairs  present 
their  research  every  week.  Stu- 
dents experience  the  art  styles 
of  three  great  artists.  On  April 
4th  Susan  Williams  and  Carl 
Phillip  presented  the  art  of  Henri 
Matisse.  All  students  practiced 
cut-out  technique  in  honor  of 
Matisse. 

Rebecca  Diverdi  and  Jenni- 
fer Inzaurralde  presented  the  art 
of  Emest  Sheppard.  All  students 
practiced  water  painting  with 
pastel  and  soft  colors  at  the 
Sheppard  table. 

Heather  Boxold  and  Ivan 
Rodrigues  presented  the  art  style 
of  Paul  Cezanne.  Cezanne  was 
a  Post-Impressionist  painter,  and 


College  and  Elementary  students    work  together  in  MacKay 


students  painted  with  sponges  to 
mimic  Cezane's  style. 

Every  week  the  Fifth  graders 
write  in  journals,  fill  out  evalua- 
tions, and  speak  about  the  posi- 
tives and  negatives  of  the  Artists 
Way.  Diane  Suskin,  Education 
Professor,  John  Gaumond,  Art 
teacher,  and  Mrs.  Keene,  the 
teacher  for  the  Artists  Way,  get 
student  feedback  so  to  improve 


the  program. 

This  program  is  made  pos- 
sible by  the  effort  of  many,  and 
is  an  experiment  that  is  working 
nicely  for  both  College  and  El- 
ementary students.  Mrs.  Keene 
felt  that  future  teachers  need  to 
relate  to  students  they  will  be 
teaching.  She  said,  "If  they're  not 
creative  within  themselves,  how 
can  they  be  expected  to  be  cre- 


ative  with  children?" 

The  Artists  Way  has  brought 
students  of  different  generations 
together  to  learn.  Students 
asked  about  the  program  were 
very  positive  about  the  program. 
The  program  runs  on  Thursdays 
at  8:30  and  Fridays  at  12:30. 
Suskin,  Gaugmond,  and  Keene 
have  given  new  meaning  to  co- 
onerative  learning. 
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Possible  new  names  for  the  Strobe 


Design  by  Jodi  Sinatra 


The  Strobe  Staff  has  been  pondering  new  title  names  and  de- 
signs for  the  FSC  newspaper.  Above  are  some  recently  submit- 
ted student  designs.  Students  with  suggestions  for  new  titles 
and  designs  should  submit  them  to  the  Strobe  office. 


Hunger  Cleanup  Sweeps  FSC 


By  Jessica  L.  McGowan 
Co-Features  Editor 


On  April  12,  members  of 
MASSPIRG  and  the  FSC  com- 
munity took  part  in  the  Thir- 
teenth Annual  Hunger  and 
Homelessness  Cleanup.  Ac- 
cording to  MASSPIRG  litera- 
ture "The  annual  Hunger  Clean- 
up is  a  national,  one-day  com- 
munity service 
work-a-thon 
where  student 
volunteers  raise 
money  while 
working  with 
programs  for  the 
hungry  and 
homeless." 

The  cleanup 
raised  money 
much  like  a 
walk-a-thon,  by 
gathering 
pledges  from 
businesses,  stu- 
dents, friends,  and  the  general 
community  for  each  hour  work 
performed  by  volunteers. 

In  twelve  years  of  cleanups, 
over  85,000  students  raised  more 
than  one  million  dollars  while 
completing  thousands  of  work 
projects.  This  year  130  cam- 
puses across  the  nation  will  par- 
ticipate. 

Hunger  and  homelessness  are 
local,  national,  and  international 
problems.  According  to  a 
MASSPIRG  pamphlet,  "Our 
world  produces  10%  more  food 
than  is  needed  each  year,"  yet  it 
is  not  enough.  "One  person  dies 
from  hunger-related  causes  ev- 


ery 40  seconds."  In  the  US,  the 
number  of  people  who  go  hun- 
gry has  increased  50%  since 
1985  (about  27  million  Ameri- 
cans). "In  Massachusetts 
600,000  individuals  live  under 
the  poverty  level,  and  62,000 
children  under  the  age  of  twelve 
suffer  from  chronic  hunger," 
says  a  MASSPIRG  press  re- 
lease. 

Funds  raised  by  the  Cleanup 


Homelessness. 

The  remaining  15%  will  go 
to  INDEX  (the  International  De- 
velopment Exchange)  which 
sponsors  international  projects 
youth  carpentry  in  Zimbabwe,  a 
puffed  rice  production  plant  in 
Bangladesh,  and  a  women's 
government  manufacturing 
project  in  India. 

The    Hunger    and 
Homelessness  Cleanup  was  or- 
ganized locally 


NATIONAL 
STUDENTCAMPAIGN 

AgainstiHunger 

&  HOMEfcESSNESS 


Whistle  while  you  work. 


Photo  by  Michael  J.  Poirier 


will  be  divided  to  fight  the  prob- 
lems of  hunger  and 
homelessness  on  three  levels. 
Locally,  50%  of  the  money  will 
go  to  FACTS  (Fitchburg  Area 
Collaborative  on  Teen  Health 
Services).  This  is  an  adolescent 
health  center  which  subcontracts 
with  organizations  like  the 
Leominster  Spanish  American 
Center,  ProHealth,  and 
Children's  Aid  and  Family  Ser- 
vices to  fund  teen  service 
projects. 

Thirty-five  percent  of  the 
money  raised  from  the  cleanup 
will  go  to  the  National  Cam- 
paign Against   Hunger  and 


b  y 

MASSPIRG 

as  part  of 
FSC's  Year  of 
the  Citizen 
theme,  and 
concentrated 
on  10 

worksites  in 
the  Fitchburg 
area. 

As  one 
project,  stu- 
dents worked 
with  Habitat 
for  Humanity  to  remodel  a  house 
in  Leominster  for  a  low  income 
family.  Here  students  taped  and 
puttied  sheetrock.  Other 
projects  included  spring  clean- 
ing for  places  like  Our  Father's 
House,  FACTS,  Our  Father's 
Table,  and  yard  work  for 
Children's  Aid  and  Family  Ser- 
vices, 3  Pyramids,  and  Our 
Father's  House.  Other  projects 
involved  painting  walls,  tearing 
up  a  rug,  and  putting  down  lino- 
leum at  the  Cleghorn  Neighbor- 
hood Action  Center. 

The  event  started  on  the  quad 
at  10am  with  registration  and  a 
rally,  and  featured  Senator  Rob- 


Police  Log 

April  2  -  5, 1997 

Wednesday,  April  2, 1997 

DANGEROUS  CONDITION  -  Slippery  sidewalks  reported  at 

the  Dupont  Building. 

DANGEROUS  CONDITION  -  Slippery  sidewalks  reported 

around  Edgerly  Hall. 

ACCIDENTAL  DAMAGE  -  Large  pine  tree  fell  in  front  of  the 

Conlon  IA  Building. 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  TOWED  -  For  revoked  registration,  illegally 

attached  plates,  and  being  uninsured. 

DANGEROUS  CONDITION  -  Slippery  sidewalks  reported 

around  Thompson  Hall. 

DANGEROUS  CONDITION  -  Water  leaking  into  the  Thompson 

tunnel  making  floors  slippery.  Custodial  Department  notified. 

SUSPICIOUS  ACTIVITY  -  Checked  out  a  vehicle  in  the  Upper 

McKay  Parking  Lot. 

ACCIDENTAL  DAMAGE  -  Tree  at  McKay  School  fell  into  lot 

due  to  the  excessive  snow. 

NON-CRIMINAL  COMPLAINT  -  Calls  regarding  the  sidewalks 

at  McKay  School  not  being  cleared  and  elementary  children 

walking  in  the  street. 

DANGEROUS  CONDITION  -  Report  of  school  busses  having 

trouble  making  the  turn  at  McKay  due  to  snow. 

NON-CRIMINAL  COMPLAINT  -  Parking  complaint  reported  at 

North  St.  #1  lot. 

NON-CRIMINAL  COMPLAINT  -  Switchboard  operator  called 

to  advise  that  there  were  problems  with  the  phone  system. 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  VIOLATION  -  Unregistered  car  on  Ross  St. 

NON-CRIMINAL  COMPLAINT  -  Parking  complaint  registered 

at  the  station. 

Thursday,  April  3, 1997 

REQUEST  FOR  POLICE  -  Officers  responded  to  a  medical  call 

at  the  Town  Houses. 

DANGEROUS  CONDITION  -  Snow  not  removed  at  the  Town 

Houses. 

REQUEST  FOR  POLICE  -  Traffic  enforcement  requested  in  the 

Dupont  parking  lot. 

NON-CRIMINAL  COMPLAINT  -  Officer  responding  to  a 

parking  complaint. 

ACCIDENTAL  DAMAGE  -  Window  broken  at  Edgerly  Hall. 

REQUEST  FOR  POLICE  -  Traffic  enforcement  in  the  North  St. 

lots. 

Friday,  April  4, 1997 

SUSPICIOUS  ACnvrTY  -  Checked  out  several  individuals  in 

Upper  Weston  parking  lot. 

REQUEST  FOR  POLICE  -  Highland  Ave  resident  requesting  info 

about  damage  to  his  property. 

DISPERSAL  -  Of  an  unwanted  guest  at  Russell  Towers. 

SUSPICIOUS  ACTF/ITY  -  Officers  checked  out  an  individual  in 

a  vehicle  on  Highland  Ave. 

Saturday,  April  5, 1997 

NOISE  COMPLAINT  -  Loud  music  reported  at  Mara  Village. 
REQUEST  FOR  POLICE  -  Noise  complaint  at  the  corner  of 
Highland  Ave.  and  Ross  St.  Referred  caller  to  FPD. 
DISTURBANCE  -  Possible  assault  and  items  being  thrown 
around  in  Russell  Towers. 

ARREST  -  Seth  Collins,  51  Alden  St.,  Foxboro,  MA  on  charges 
of  Disorderly  Conduct  and  Assault  &  Battery  on  a  Police  Officer. 
PROTECTIVE  CUSTODY  -  One  male  subject,  due  to  intoxica- 
tion at  Russell  Towers. 

FIRE  ALARM  -  Trouble  in  the  system  at  Russell  Towers. 
FIRE  ALARM  -  Trouble  in  the  system  at  Russell  Towers. 
ACCIDENTAL  DAMAGE  -  At  Elliot  Field  (under  investigation). 
AMBULANCE  CALL  -  Patriot  Ambulance  and  FSC  Officer 
responded  to  Aubuchon  Hall  on  a  medical  call.  One  person 
transported  to  Burbank  Hospital. 


ert  Antonioni  and  Polly 
Prunuske  (FACTs  representa- 
tive) as  speakers.  From  about 
11am  volunteers  went  to  sites 
until  2pm.  Then  everyone  came 
back  lo  campus  for  free  Ben  & 
Jerry's  Ice-Cream". 

Ben  and  Jerry's,  maker  of 
"Vermont's  finest  ice-cream  and 


frozen  yogurt,"  donated  free  ice- 
cream for  all  participants,  as  well 
as  free  coupons,  hats,  posters, 
calenders,  and  bumper  stickers  . 
"It  was  a  great  experience  for 
me  and  I  got  a  lot  out  of  it"  said 
Andrea  Felix,  MASSPIRG  vol- 
unteer and  Hunger  Clean-Up 
Coordinator. 
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All  in  my  zebra  sheets 


By  Jameson  Lee 

Contributing  Writer 


There's  a  road  in  Fitchburg 
called  the  John  Fitch  highway. 
It's  a  terror  of  strip  malls,  gift 
stores  and  sub  shops,  along  with 
the  shell  of  the  once  proud 
Rich's  (ah,  what  a  proud  seller 
of  sundry  pleasure  falls).  It  is 
named  after  a  man,  our  city's 
founder.  John  Fitch.  He  was 
from  Billerica.  Me  too.  How 
about  that?  I'm  not  related  or 
anything,  don't  go  nuts. 

There  are  people  who  will  be 
remembered,  stories  told,  that 
will  out  last  us.  The  most  promi- 
nent? That's  easy.  Elvis  Presley 
crossbred  with  Mr.  Goldwyn  and 
Mayer  (MGM) .  Bill  Gates  will 
probably  go  down  in  the  books, 
along  with  just  about  anyone 
who's  in  this  month's  Rolling 
Stone  (imagine  Gates  in  Versace 
ads!).  How  about  us?  Will  we 
be  remembered?  By  whom? 
Family  won't  forget  what  we  did 
on  the  coffee  table  at  the  X-mas 
party  in  '82.  Friends  will  re- 
member that  the  time  we  moved 
away,  won  an  award  or  took  out 
Cheryl  for  a  moonlight  ride  in 
her  boyfriends  car.  But  what 
about  society?  Will  the  world 
remember  us?  And  if  they  do,  if 
we're  lucky  enough  to  strike  a 
cord  in  the  heart  of 
America... how  will  we  be  im- 


mortalized? 

Probably  a  film  or  a  book 
by  an  ex-lover,  or  if  we're  re- 
ally lucky,  an  album  by  some 
hippy  edifying  our  choice  in 


There  are  people 
who  will  be  re- 
membered, sto- 
ries told,  that  will 
out  last  us.  The 
most  prominent  ? 
That's  easy,  Elvis 
Presley... 


hats.  Well,  perhaps  we  should 
look  at  what  we  value  most  in 
not  just  ourselves,  but  in  inter- 
action with  each  other.  We  meet 
a  lot  of  people  in  our  short  lives. 
Some  even  think  at  the  age  of 
twenty-something  that  they 
know  the  score,  that  the  game 
is  up  and  they  know  what's 
what.  Think  about  what  our 
parent's  thought  of  us  when  we 
were  in  our  teens.  What  annoy- 
ing brats  we  were!  We  didn't 
know  a  damned  thing,  but  we 
owned  the  world!  So,  as  it  hap- 
pens, we  still  don't  have  a  clue. 


So,  what  do  we  want?  A  bet- 
ter job?  More  money?  A  faster 
car?  Someone  to  cherish  and 
love?  A  kidney-shaped  indoor 
poor?  All  of  these  are  easily  at- 
tained, and  are  revered  as  signs 
of  prosperity  and  acclaim. 
They're  all  good,  too.  But  isn't 
there  more?  We'd  hate  to  hear 
that  our  first  car,  that  clunky 
Honda  with  the  bad  door,  odd 
interior  smell  and  no  A/C  was 
the  pinnacle  of  our  slice  of  the 
human  experience,  wouldn't 
we? 

The  little  things,  the  mate- 
rial possessions,  the  joys  and 
wonders  of  the  opposite  sex  are 
all  well  and  good  and  can  keep 
us  busy  between  world 
wars... But  what  does  it  give  us? 
Isn't  there  more  to  life  than  this? 
Didn't  some  philosopher  of  an- 
cient Greece,  a  weird  teacher 
from  high  school,  or  that  kid  by 
the  dumpster  of  a  Denny's  once 
say  that  life  was  for  the  living 
or  the  better  good  or  the  striv- 
ing toward  an  ideal  by  battling 
the  onslaught  of  opposition? 
Isn't  our  life  ours? 

By  the  time  that  we  reached 
the  age  of  ten,  we  were  sponges, 
though  slightly  over-soaked 
from  too  much  TV.  When  we're 
eighteen,  we  hate  everything. 
By  mid-twenties,  it'  starting  to 

See  Zebra  on  page  7 


Fantasy  is  often  better  than  reality 


By  Sharon  Peterson 
Contributing  Writer 


All  of  us  have  a  fantasy  mate. 
Our  fantasies  possess  all  of  the 
qualities  we  want  in  a  mate.  He/ 
She  is  beautiful,  smart,  sexy,  and 
gives  us  whatever  we  want,  in 
out  imaginations.  Our  fantasy 
enters  our  thoughts  in  bitter- 
sweet day  dreams,  and  makes 
our  nights  a  little  more  erotic.  A 
fantasy  is  defined  as  a  mental 
image. 

Typically,  when  we  are  at- 
tracted to  someone  who  seems 

Our  fantasy  en- 
ters our  thoughts 
in  bittersweet 
daydreams,  and 
makes  our  nights 
a  little  more 
erotic. 

t(xi  good  to  be  true,  we  are  often 
too  intimidated  to  approach 
them.  Therefore,  instead  of  find- 
ing out  who  this  person  really  is, 
we  create  a  mental  image  of  fan- 
tasy of  who  we  most  desire  them 
lobe. 

Fantasies  are  wonderful. 
They  allow  us  to  be  with  some- 


one in  any  way  we  want,  with- 
out having  to  worry  about  rejec- 
tion. I  mean,  come  on,  who  ac- 
tually gets  rejected  in  their  fan- 
tasies? So,  basically,  the  ques- 
tion I  am  trying  to  ask  is,  can 
you  really  screw  up  your  own 
fantasy? 

Has  anyone  ever  tried  to  get 
to  know  their  fantasy?  Now  I'm 
not  talking  about  Jenny 
McCarthy  or  Antonio  Sabato  Jr. 
I'm  talking  about  a  person  you 
know  from  school,  work,  or 
somewhere  else.  Well  I  have. 

My  fantasy  was  mysterious, 
sexy,  sweet,  and  everything  I 
thought  I  ever  wanted.  I,  like 
many  of  you,  saw  my  fantasy 
every  day.  If  I  didn't,  I'd  die 
trying  to.  Unfortunately,  at  the 
time  I  was  too  shy  to  approach 
him.  I  just  wanted  to  be  a  part 
of  his  world.  After  all,  he  was 
so  wonderful.  But  wait.. .if  he 
was  so  great,  then  why  didn't  I 
just  go  up  an  talk  to  him?  Why? 
Because  come  to  find  out  that 
was  only  my  mental  image  of 
who  he  was.  While  in  reality 
he  was  nothing  like  my  fantasy. 

The  more  I  got  to  know  my 
fantasy,  the  less  I  liked  him.  He 
wasn't  caring,  he  was  insensi- 
tive. He  wasn't  mysterious  or 
sexy  either.  My  dreams  were 
now  shattered. 

You  know  when  you  lay  in 
bed  at  night  before  you  actually 


fall  asleep,  and  you  make  up 
dreams  in  your  head  about  your 
fantasy  and  yourself?    Well, 


Therefore,  in- 
stead of  finding 
out  who  this  per- 
son really  is ,  we 
create  a  mental 
image  image  or 
fantasy  of  who 

we  most  desire 
them  to  be. 


imagine  going  to  sleep  with 
nothing  to  dream 

about... emptiness. 

That's  what  happened  to  me 
when  I  tried  to  make  my  fan- 
tasy a  reality.  Now  sometimes 
their  are  those  people  who  ac- 
tually make  their  fantasies  a 
great  reality.  For  those  of  you 
who  are  thinking  about  going 
for  it,  think  long  and  hard  about 
it.  Sometimes  not  having  some- 
one at  all,  except  for  in  a  fan- 
tasy, is  better  than  having  them 
in  reality. 


FSC  is  a  prestigious 

school  where  you 

can  learn... 


By  Lawrence  Yard,  Jr. 
Contributing  Writer 


.. .If  you  want  to.  The  professors  are  good  and  so  is  the  admin- 
istration. Think  of  all  the  students  who  go  to  FSC  and  graduate 
into  a  high  class  job.  They  know  what  this  college  can  offer. 
We  have  a  lot  of  interesting  programs  and  clubs,  you  name  it 
and  FSC  can  deliver. 

For  all  Business  Majors  we  offer... 

...FSC  Business  Society  an  interesting  club  that  has  opportu- 
nity galore,  but  lacks  substantial  members.  The  Business  Soci- 
ety is  going  to  visit  Gillette  company  this  month.  They  are  also 
trying  to  start  their  own  "not  for  profit"  business  in  the  next 
year. 

...Business  Laboratories  also  known  as  the  Marketing  Man- 
agement Assistance  Program  (M.M.A.P.)  is  a  student  run  con- 
sulting firm.  The  students  work  with  outside  companies  and 
provide  numerous  services.  They  receive  credit  toward  gradu- 
ation, but  most  importantly  hands-on  experience  that  is  essen- 
tial. 

Many  students  do  not  realize  what  this  college  can  offer. 
We  have  better  educators  than  Harvard.  They  have  a  lot  of 
graduate  students  teaching  classes  while  professors  are  on  sab- 
batical or  writing  books.  I  do  not  know  about  you,  but  I  wouldn't 
want  my  old  roommate  teaching  me. 

Lawrence  Yard,  Jr.  is  a  junior  Business  Major,  S.G.A.  Presi- 
dent Class  ofl99H,  Business  Society  Treasurer,  and  Account 
Supervisor  of  M.M.A.P. 
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You  don't  miss  it  till  it's  gone  and  unable  to  get  back 


By  George  Newton 
Contributing  Writer 


I  can  still  remember  my  day- 
dreams as  a  child  of  what  love 
was  supposed  to  be.  When  I 
believed  "I'll  love  you  forever" 
wasn't  just  a  bunch  of  words,  but 
a  promise.  In  a  false  storybook 
love,  where  the  only  obstacles 
were  trolls  or  dragons  that  lived 
outside  our  bodies.  Instead  of 
the  demons  that  live  inside.  I 
look  at  the  failed  relationships 
that  drift  around  me.  At  the  teary 
eyes  and  broken  hearts  that  are 
becoming  too  frequent.-  Too  eas- 
ily understood.  Looking  back, 
I  never  dreamed  of  being  this 
cynical  or  lonely.  I  shift  through 
the  ashes  trying  to  find  a  reason. 
And  it  scares  me  how  easily  it 
comes.  With  one  of  the  stories 
that  still  haunt  me. 

They  were  high  school 
sweethearts  and  if  you  would 
have  asked  either  one,  they 
would  have  told  you  their  love 
wouldlast  forever.  She  was  one 
of  the  last  true  believers.  In 
lesus  and  heaven  and  all  that 
everyone  else  said  was  wrong. 
Backwards  beliefs  that  everyone 
mocked.  Except  him. 

He  found  it  cute  that  she  be- 
lieved in  something  besides  al- 
cohol, and  television.  That  she 


liked  talking  about  things  that 
matter  instead  of  just  mumbling 
out  some  gibberish  about  the 
newest  videos.  They  soon  found 
themselves  existing  only  in  each 
other's  arms.  Talking  for  hours 


His  friends 
needed  to  teach 
him  what  rela- 
tionships were  all 
about.  About 
scoring... 


about  subjects  only  they  cared 
about.  Only  they  could  under- 
stand. 

His  friends  needed  to  teach 
him  what  relationships  were  all 
about.  About  scoring.  How  a 
girl  never  loves  anyone  unless 
they  are  willing  to  put  out.  How 
she  just  used  him  until  some- 
thing better  came  along.  How 
she  was  just  laughing  at  him.  He 
needed  to  make  a  move.  To 
know  whether  she  really  loved 
him  or  was  just  lying  when  she 
said  she  loved  him  more  than 
anything. 


Seizing  the  moment 


-  Zebra 

continued  from  page  6 

scare  us  and  we  start  to  act  du- 
bious. 
Consider  the  alternatives; 

There's  Ken  (dropped  out  of 
an  art  school),  he  runs  a  mail  or- 
der company  for  posters,  T- 
shirts,  scripts  and  stuff.  He's  do- 
ing what  makes  him  happy,  he 
loves  the  material,  money's 
good,  he  gets  to  travel  into  ma- 


How  about  us? 
Will  we  be  re- 
membered? By 
whom? 


jor  cities  and  meet  celebrities  in 
the  Entertainment  World.  I  hear 
that  he  met  Clive  Barker.  Not 
too  shabby.  But  he  is  very  dull, 
hated  by  most  of  his  friends  and 
smells  bad. 

There's  Ted,  graduated  in 
Psychology.  He's  working  with 
troubled  kids,  making  a  contri- 
bution to  the  greater  good,  lives 
near  his  family  for  easy  cash  ac- 
cess and  such.  He  lives  with 
probably  the  only  gal  he  hasn't 
cheated  on  and  is  financially  se- 
cure.   The  loss  of  his  popular- 


guy  status  that  he  had  at  college 
drains  him  into  depression. 

Sandy's  going  back  to  school 
to  not  only  get  a  better  degree, 
but  to  get  away  from  her  disap- 
pointing home  life,  lack  of 
friends  And  to  be  nearer  to  the 
coast.  She  works  as  a  grease 
monkey  at  Meineke.  We  dated 
and  got  some  cheap  work  done 
on  my  roommate's  car.  Nice 
girl. 

Then  there's  Don  Staples,  a 
deranged  psychopath  who  sits 
by  window  with  a  crossbow, 
waiting  for  good  ole  Miss  Right. 
I  exaggerate,  of  course,  but  so 
does  he.  He  works  in  the  Big 
City  for  a  big  name  film  direc- 
tor and  is  miserable. 

John  Fitch  founded 
Fitchburg.  He  was  from 
Billerica. 

What  have  we  learned? 
Make  decisions  often,  but  make 
them  wisely.  In  any  case,  life 
expectancy  is  higher  than  ever 
before.  We  have  plenty  of  time 
to  get  things  right,  but  after  all 
the  time  in  the  world  to  make 
mistakes.  Deep?  Probably  not. 
As  one  wise  man  once  s<ud, 
when  confronted  with  deep  pen- 
etrating ennui,  "Wherever  you 
go,  there  you  are." 

Suggestions?  Don't  do 
things  that  you  think  are  right, 
wise  or  just.  Do  what  you  know 
people  will  remember.  Strike  ' 


claims  good  people, 

DEPRESSION  r 


He  stopped  the  car  in  a  re- 
mote spot  like  he  had  been 
taught.  He  made  his  lies  with  a 
straight  face.  The  guys  would 
^have  been  proud.  They  sat  in 
silence,  looking  at  the  stars,  en- 
joying each  other's  arms  and  a 
simple  kiss.  His  hands  started 
to  roam  into  unchartered  terri- 
tory. She  pulled  back  quickly, 
scared  at  the  cold  hand  that  had 
gone  into  a  place  it  had  been 
warned  never  to  go.  She  looked 
into  her  boyfriend's  eyes  .to 
make  sure  it  was  still  him.  She 
repeated  what  they  had  decided, 
that  sex  before  marriage  was 
wrong.  She  had  barely  begun 
when  he  asked  her  if  she  loved 
him.  She  answered  yes  without 
any  hesitation.  His  hands  started 
to  close  around  her.  She  pulled 
back  again,  scared  for  the  first 
time  since  she  met  him. 

"Stop  it!",  she  screamed. 
"You  said  you  loved  me,"  he 
answered.  "How  can  you  lie  to 
me  like  that?' 

They  sat  in  silence,  her  try- 
ing to  understand  what  to  say. 
How  to  answer.  She  could 
barely  believe  this  was  happen- 
ing. That  it  was  a  dream  and  that 
she  would  wake  up  at  any  sec- 
ond. She  began  to  count-trying 
to  wake  herself  up.   1.2.3.  She 


kept  counting  to  herself  until  she 
reached  5,000  (how  long  that  was 
neither  could  have  told  you;  they 
seemed  to  exist  in  a  vortex  out- 


And  like  the  old 
saying  goes,  you 
don 't  miss  it  till  it 's 
gone.  It's  gone  so 
far  away  it  can 
never  come  back. 


side  of  time.),  when  he  found  the 
words  to  say.  Every  second  had 
shown  him  how  little  she  loved 
him. 

"Get  out,"  he  ordered,  throw- 
ing open  her  door. 

She  was  too  scared  to  do  any- 
thing except  obey.  He  drove  off, 
wheels  squealing  in  search  of  a 
girl  who  would  love  him.  The  girl 
he  found  lasted  three  weeks.  She 
walked  home,  confused  and 
alone.  She  tried  to  flag  down  the 
cars  that  were  whizzing  on  by  , 
and  to  keep  the  tears  from  taking 
over.  She  sat  in  bed  that  night, 
crying  herself  to  sleep.  Trying  to 


understand  what  she  did  wrong. 
How  could  she  have  loved 
someone  who  only  cared  about 
her  body?  She  tried  to  call  to 
find  the  answer,  but  he  didn't 
want  to  talk  to  anyone  who 
hated  him  that  much,  and  his 
new  girlfriend  was  willing  to 
go  down  on  him  as  much  as  he 
desired.  By  the  time  he  grew 
tired  of  his  new  toy,  his  old  girl- 
friend had  tried  to  move  on. 
Thai  is  what  she  told  herself, 
to  be  sure  she  wouldn't  be  hurt 
again. 

They  both  moved  on  with 
their  lives.  Neither  had  what 
you  would  call  a  stable  relation- 
ship after  that,  but  they  both 
tried.  They  both  sneak  out  to 
the  spot  where  they  used  to  hide 
from  the  world.  Neither  one 
knows  the  other  one  does.  The 
pain  is  too  great  to  let  them 
share  it.  Their  chance  for  hap- 
piness was  destroyed,  for  rea- 
sons that  grow  fainter  everyday. 
I  could  state  what  the  moral 
is,  but  we  all  know.  The  more 
relationships  fail,  the  more  we 
try  and  hide.  The  more  cynical 
we  become.  The  more  we  take 
love  for  granted.  And  like  the 
old  saying  goes,  you  don't  miss 
it  till  it's  gone.  It's  gone  so  far 
away  it  can  never  come  back. 


Fitchburg  State  College 
Cultural  Series  presents 


part  theatre, 
part  comedy, 
part  performance  art 
...  all  a  cappella" 

Thursday,  April  24 

S  p.m. 
Weston  Auditorium 

tickeis  on  sale  at  the 
Info  D?sk  (Campus  Center) 


Cinema  Vlaild 

Murder  at  1600  (R) 

12:45  3:30  7:15  9:30 
McHaleVNavy  (PG) 

1:00  3:30  7:00  9:20 
Eight  heads  in  a  Duffle  bag  (R) 
1:15  3:30  7:15  9:30 
Liar  Liar  (PG13) 

12:30  2:30  4:30  7:00  9:20 
Anaconda  (PG  13) 

12:30  2:30  4:30  7:15  9:30 
Saint  (PG13) 

12:45  3:30  7:00  9:20 
That  Old  Feeling  (PG  13) 

12:45  7:00 
Grosse  Point  Blank  (R) 

3:00  9:45 


Quote  of  the  week 

Aerodynamically  the  bumble  bee  shouldn't  be 
able  to  fly,  but  the  bumble  bee  doesn't  know  it,  so  it 
goes  on  flying. 

-Mary  Kay  Ash 
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A  Midsummer 
Night's  Dream 


B>  Michael  J.  Poirier 
Sports  Editor 

In  Director  Richard 
McElvain 's  program  notes  he 
states  that  when  Shakespeare 
wrote  A  Midsummer  Night's 
Dream,  "he  was  still  a  kid,  and 
his  passions  were  preoccupied 
not  with  ambition,  revenge,  or 
jealously,  but  with  sex."  This 
was  never  more  evident  as  the 
English  Department  unveiled 
their  final  performance  of  Mid- 
summer Saturday  night  in  the 
McKay  auditorium. 

With  strong  performances 
from  Jameson  Lee,  Rebecca 
Gill,  Randy  Meech  and  Andy 
Bayiates.  the  play,  as  McElvain 
noted,  was  able  to  permit  the 
audience's  libido  to  have  its  full 
reign  while  at  the  same  time  de- 
lighting with  some  outstanding 
comedic  performances. 

Lee  as  both  Oberon  and 
Theseus  was  able  to  balance  be- 
tween the  spiritual  lunacy  and 
mischievous  machinations  of 
Oberon,  the  Fairy  King,  and  the 
sensuality  and  structure  of 
Theseus,  the  Duke  of  Athens. 
Lee's  stage  presence  was  so 
commanding  that  any  scene 
without  him  seemed  empty,  and 
his  asides  with  the  audience  pro- 
vided some  solid  comic  relief. 
Another  one  of  Lee's  attributes 
was  his  ability  to  interact  ex- 
tremely well  with  every  mem- 
ber of  an  exquisite  ensemble 


cast. 

Gill,  as  the  star  struck  lover 
Helena,  brought  such  enthusi- 
asm and  energy  to  her  role  that 
although  she  looked  disheveled 
and  weary  by  the  end  of  Act  IV, 
never  failed  to  keep  the  audience 
entranced.  At  one  point,  I  un- 
abashedly admit,  I  found  myself 
trapped  under  Puck's  evil  spell 
and  wished  I  could  be  Alex 
Decaneas'  Demetrius,  if  only  for 
a  second,  by  the  end  of  Act  V. 

As  for  the  other  three  lovers, 
Hermia,  Lysander  and  the  afore- 
mentioned Demetrius,  portrayed 
by  Jen  Campbell,  Michael 
Knight  and  Decaneas,  respec- 
tively, they  performed  at  such  a 
frenetic  and  kinetic  sexual  pace 
that  I  was  exhausted  just  by 
watching  them  as  they  tripped 
and  tumbled  across  the  stage. 

As  Puck,  Oberon's  malicious 
henchman,  Randy  Meech  gave 
the  mischievous  fairy  such  dis- 
tinct touches  of  humor,  playful- 
ness and  eroticism  that  at  one 
point  I  overheard  Strobe  Fea- 
tures Editor  Nichole  Moreau  say, 
"God,  he's  so  sexy."  Sexy,  not 
withstanding,  Meech's  portrayal 
of  Puck  set  the  tone  early  in  the 
play  and  every  time  he  walked 
on  stage  you  could  sense  that  the 
rest  of  the  cast's  performances 
picked  up  because  of  Meech's 
frisky  performance  of  Robin 
Goodfellow. 

One  of  the  more  overdone 


Get  on  the  bus 


By  Brian  Hazelton 
Contributing  Writer 


The  Bus  is  Back! 

That's  what  many  of  the  students  here  at  FSC  are  saying  as  the 
Mohawks  bring  back  the  popular  Thursday  night  dance  excursion, 
this  year  at  Coyote  Bob's. 

Last  year,  as  most  will  remember,  the  'Hawks'  rented  the  dance 
club  JR's  to  give  students  a  place  to  break  away  from  dark  cellars 
and  flat  beer.  This  year  it's  Coyote  Bob's,  located  on  route  12  next  to 
Boomer's,  and  they're  calling  all  interested  students  to  spend  a  night 
on  the  town,  f Organized  and  created  by  Kurt  Simons  and  Jeruba  Tay- 
lor, the  Mohawks  have  returned  to  busing  students  for  free  to  the 
club  hoping  this  will  draw  a  crowd  to  Coyote  Bob's  without  endan- 
gering locals  or  encouraging  drunk  driving.  "We  all  just  want  to  be 
able  to  have  a  good  time,  and  not  worry  about  losing  a  few  friends 
along  the  way,"  states  Kurt  Simons. 

The  bus  begins  picking  up  students  at  9pm  in  front  of  Russell 
Towers  and  runs  straight  through  the  evening,  so  there  is  plenty  of 
time  to  enjoy  the  entertainment  and  get  into  the  fun.  Coyote  Bob's 
opens  around  8pm;  cost  is  $2  for  those  21  and  over,  and  $3  for 
everyone  else.  The  music  has  a  great  mix  of  dance  and  rap,  and 
includes  earlier  seventies  songs  which  have  been  popular  over  the 
last  year.  The  DJ  offers  his  own  twists  by  mixing  and  combining  the 
music  to  liven  up  the  dancing. 

The  club  also  offers  such  royalties  as  low  drink  prices,  ten-cent 
buffalo  wings  until  10pm,  and  a  dance  floor  instead  of  a  crowded, 
dank  basement. 

From  this  writer's  persjiective,  Coyote  Bob's  is  a  relief  from  the 
everlasting  search  for  a  casual  place  to  unwind  and  meet  other  stu- 
dents. The  atmosphere  is  attractive  and  the  bass  is  loud.  Even  the 
employees  have  a  warm  and  welcome  attitude  (which  is  more  attrac- 
tive than  pushing  through  :i  crowd  to  get  one  or  two  beers). 

So,  if  school  is  becoming  too  much  of  a  burden,  then  it's  time  to 
break  loose  from  school  work  and  head  over  to  Coyote  Bob's  on  Thurs- 
day nights.  Tne  bus  is  ready  to  roll  along  -  if  you're  looking  for  a 
change  of  pace,  look  no  further. 


comedic  performances  of  the 
evening  was  turned  in  by  FSC 
alum  Andy  Bayiates  as  weaver 
and  "  master  thespian"  Nick 
Bottom.  Bayiates'  performance 
was  appreciated  by  the  audience 
early  in  the  play,  but  by  Act  V 
Bayiates'  over  the  top  antics 
(note:  see  Pyramus  death  scene 
with  director  as  sword)  turned  a 
well  designed,  well  balanced 
comedy  into  a  one  man  stand  up 
routine.  I  honesdy  didn't  know 
where  Bottom  started  and 
Bayaites  ended. 

As  for  Bayiates'  cast  mates  in 
the  tale  of  Pyramus  and  Thisbe, 


Corey  Blake  was  outstanding  as 
"playwright"  and  prologuer  Pe- 
ter Quince  while  Gerard 
Marzilli,  as  Thisbe,  had  the  nic- 
est pair  of  coconuts  seen  this  side 
of  Hawaii.  Jen  Majeran,  in  her 
first  theatrical  performance,  did 
a  nice  job  as  the  Lion  that  I'm 
sure  her  cat,  Calvin,  would  be 
proud  of. 

I  think  my  only  complaint 
throughout  the  play  was  the  con- 
stant grabbing  and  attention  paid 
to  the  groin  area  (note:  see 
Bayiates).  While  it  did  not  of- 
fend with  its  goodwill,  I'  ve  seen 
less  crotch  grabbing  and  adjust- 


A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream 


ing  at  a  baseball  game.  (Sorry  for 
the  analogy  people,  but  I  am  the 
Sports  Editor  you  know.) 

Although  the  performance 
clicked  in  at  over  two  hours  I, 
along  with  the  rest  of  the  audi- 
ence, hung  onto  every  word  de- 
livered by  the  cast  which  was  a 
testament  to  the  directing  skills 
of  McElvain  and  assistant  direc- 
tor Moira  Hales-Stratton.  As 
Bottom  said  in  Act  DJ,  Scene  I, 
"I  have  a  device  to  make  all 
well",  the  play  was  the  device 
that  made  all  well  at  FSC  Satur- 
day night  -  a  night  that  the  Bard 
himself  would  be  proud  of. 


Book  review:  Rage  of  a  Demon 
King  by  Raymond  E.  Feist 


By  Chris  Jones 
Contributing  Writer 


Open  the  cover  of  Rage  of  a 
Demon  King,  the  third  install- 
ment in  The  Serpentwar  Saga, 
and  return  once  again  to 
Raymond  E.  Feist's  world  of 
Midkemia.  This  eagerly  awaited 
novel  is  fast  paced,  and  is  packed 
with  adventure,  suspence,  ro- 
mance, and  magic. 

Rage  of  a  Demon  King 
continues  the  story  of 
Erik  von  Darkmoor 
and  Roo  Avery,  their 
ascension  to  power, 
and  the  Kingdom 
of  the  Isle's  battle 
against  the  Em 
erald  Queen 
and  her  army's 
attempts  to 
obliterate  all 
life  on  Midkemia.  The  Queen's 
fleet  has  arrived  at  Krondor  and 
it  is  up  to  Erik's  special  forces 
and  Roo's  use  of  his  immense 
wealth  to  stop  them  and  save  the 
people  of  the  Kingdom. 

Called  "An  epic  reading  ex- 
perience" by  the  San  Diego 
Union-  Tribune,  this  book  is 
very  hard  to  put  down,  but  the 
whole  series  can  be  very  confus- 


ing to  those  who  have  not  read 
Feist's  earlier  Riftwar  Saga. 

Both  the  Riftwar  and 
Serpentwar  sagas  are  very  enter- 
taining and  pleasantly  descrip- 
tive, but  unfortunately  Feist  falls 
victim  to  the  cliches  of  the  fan- 
tasy genre,  specifically  those  of 
the  nameless  orphans  or  bastard 
sons  rising  from  obscurity  to  im- 
portance  and   saving      the 


world. 

Feist  has  apparently  become 
attached  to  his  characters,  be- 
cause he  has  used  magic  as  a  tool 
to  extend  their  lives  beyond 
those  of  most,  or  has  created  de- 
scendants of  these  characters 
possessing  the  same  personali- 
ties. It  seems  that  he  has  tried  to 
remedy  that  situation  in  this 
book,  but  the  whole  idea  still 


seems  watered  down. 

Perhaps  the  largest  problem 
Feist  has  with  the  book  is  that 
he  tries  to  dismiss  the  ending  of 
the  previous  series  and  uses 
vague  reasoning  to  justify  the 
new  one,  and  also  cuts  down  his 
developed  characters.  This  dis- 
regard of  the  plot  and  personal- 
ity takes  a  lot  away  from  the 
book,  and  has  caused  many  read- 
ers to  lose  interest  in  the  series 
altogether. 

Rage  of  a  Demon  King 
does  tell  a  good  story, 
however,  and  is  still  a 
major  accomplish- 
ment by  one  of  the 
genre's  best  au- 
thors. It  is 
strongly  sug- 
g  e  s  t  e  d  , 
however, 
that  those 
who  choose  to  do  so  read  the 
previous  series  in  order  to  gain 
an  understanding  of  the  history 
of  the  worlds  of  Raymond  E. 
Feist.  The  Riftwar  Saga  is  avail- 
able from  Bantam-Spectra 
Books,  and  the  other  titles  of  the 
Serpentwar  Saga  are  available 
from  Avon  Books.  (Avon  Books, 
hardcover  $24.00) 
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CD 

Review: 

The  Jon 

Spencer 

Blues  Explosion, 

Now  I  Got  Worry 


The  Jon  Spencer  Blues  Explo- 
sion 
Now  I  Got  Worry 

Matador/Capitol 

1996  CDP  7243  8  53553  25 

By  Frederick  Yackowski 
Staff  Writer 

Just  what,  exactly,  is  a  Blues 
Explosion?  For  starters,  take 
two  beat-up  guitars  roaring  over 
the  drum  breaks  of  a  human  Hip- 
Hop  machine.  Then  add  a  howl- 
ing, blues-belting,  screaming, 
swearing  punk-rock  hero  named 
Jon  Spencer.  Lastly,  throw  in  the 
legendary  feedback  box  that  is 
the  centerpiece  of  their  live  con- 
certs. All  this  adds  up  to  only  a 
preliminary  explanation  of  the 
JSBX  experience. 

On  this  trio's  sixth  outing, 
titled  Now  I  Got  Worry,  the  Blues 
Explosion  deliver  their  most  co- 
hesive set  of  material  yet.  This 
1 6  song  album  may  be  their  best, 
even  among  their  already  im- 
pressive discography. 

What  makes  this  album  bet- 
ter than  their  previous  efforts  is 
Spencer's  energetic  vocal  per- 
formance. His  well-written  vo- 
cal lines  exhibit  savvy  and  sexi- 
ness which  become  more  enjoy- 
able after  repeated  listening. 
Songs  such  as  2Kindsa  Love, 
Wail,  and  Rocketship  illustrate 
his  improvement  as  a  songwriter. 

Musically,  the  Blues  Explo- 
sion continue  to  draw  from  a 
multitude  of  genres.  Using  hip- 
hop,  punk,  blues,  and  rock-n- 
roll,  they  lay  a  foundation  that 
keeps  tracks  fresh.  More  impor- 
tantly it  makes  the  album  listen- 
able  as  a  whole  (which,  with  the 
advent  of  the  CD,  seems  to  be  a 
forgotten  objective). 

By  enlisting  a  handful  of 


guest  musicians,  the  Blues  Ex- 
plosion further  add  to  their  rep- 
ertoire of  styles.  Mark  Ramos- 
Nishita  colors  Can 't  Stop  with 
barrelhouse  piano  work.  Like- 
wise, Justin  Berry's  sax  gives 
Firefly  Child  tonal  variety.  Yet 
it's  Rufus  Thomas's  guest  vocal 
on  Chicken  Dog  that  provides 
the  real  highpoint  to  the  album. 
Thomas,  a  gruff,  deep- 
throated  blues  singer,  offers  a 
change-up  from  Spencer's 
slightly  thinner,  pseudo-blues 
preaching.    In  truth,  Spencer 


This  is  the  kind 
of  album  Elvis 
would  have 
made  if  he  had 
been  apunker. 


isn't  really  a  blues  singer,  just 
as  the  Blues  Explosion  isn't  re- 
ally a  blues  band.  They  take  el- 
ements of  the  blues,  and  any 
other  worthy  genre,  to  create 
their  own  wonderful  hybrid. 

Overall,  Now  I  Got  Worry 
appears  to  be  the  most  important 
statement  of  their  career.  The 
Blues  Explosion  opt  for  rough 
and  dirty  production,  unlike  the 
bright  and  shiny  production  of 
1994's  Orange.  This  is  the  kind 
of  album  Elvis  would  have  made 
if  he  had  been  a  punker.  Then 
again,  the  major  labels  that  he 
dealt  with  wouldn't  have  given 
him  the  leeway  to  make  such  a 
daring  album.  With  Capitol  re- 
cently acquiring  Matador, 
maybe  that's  why  Jon  Spencer 
and  the  Blues  Explosion  have 
worry. 


They  boogie,  they 
jive,  they  look  so  fly 


By  Jessica  L.  McGowan 
Co-Features  Editor 


On  Tuesday,  April  8  at  8pm,  the  FSC  Dance  Club  presented  "  Got 
the  Groovin  Bug"  their  fifteenth  annual  student  dance  concert  in 
Weston  Auditorium. 

Dancers  ranged  from  elementary  school  children  from  McKay  all 
the  way  up  to  FSC  students  who  have  practiced  for  the  past  year  on 
their  dances.  Styles  included  tap,  country  line,  jazz,  ballet,  and  funk. 

The  dancers  performed  in  an  array  of  colorful  and  sequined  cos- 
tumes. The  dances  were  energetic  and  lively.  Their  dynamic  perfor- 
mances left  many  in  the  audience  with  the  groovin'  bug. 

The  concert  was  sold  out  and  all  who  came  seemed  to  be  enjoying 
themselves  as  the  dancers  entertained  with  grace  and  power.  The  large 
group  dances  to  "Smooth  Criminal",  "Hanky  Panky",  the  Jazz  III 
dance,  and  "Black  Velvet"  brought  the  loudest  cheers  from  the  crowd. 
All  who  attended  left  smiling  and  the  show  was  a  success. 

Concert  goers  are  already  excited  in  anticipation  of  next  year's 
show. 


The 


SCKSSJV 


The  Devil's  Own  *** 
Columbia  Pictures 

plot:  Through  the  guise  of  an 
Irish  exchange  program,  the 
head  of  the  IRA  is  smuggled  into 
the  United  States  to  negotiate  a 
shipment  of  weapons  to  North- 
ern Ireland.  He  stays  in  the 
home  of  a  police  officer  and  his 
family,  who  grow  to  love  him. 

This  movie  wasn't  quite  what 
I  thought  it  would  be.  I  figured, 
you  know,  Harrison  Ford,  Brad 
Pitt...  it's  gotta  be  a  happy  little 
tale.  But  it  wasn't.  And  the 
title...  the  significance  of  the 
title  was  entirely  lost  of  me. 
Brad  Pitt's  performance  wasn't 
particularly  spectacular,  but  he 
had  that  Irish  accent  down  a  lot 
better  than  I  thought  he  would. 
Harrison  Ford  was  good.  He's 
looking  a  little  soft...  'Regard- 
ing Henry'-esque.  Definitely 
not  the  Han  Solo  or  Indiana 
Jones  he  used  to  be. 

Pitt  has  a  love  interest  -  per- 
haps Alan  Pakula  (director) 
couldn't  imagine  Brad  Pitt  on  his 
own...  Big  mistake.  She  serves 
no  real  purpose.  Better  to  have 


thrown  the  whole  thing  out  and 
raise  the  caliber  of  the  movie  as 
a  whole.  What,  can't  he  be  taken 
seriously  without  a  girlfriend? 
Also:  the  scene  involving  the 
dead  officer  is  shot  badly  -  you 
can  see  the  veins  throbbing  in  his 
neck. 

The  movie  as  a  whole  had  its 
ups  and  downs,  but  the  ending 
disturbed  me  just  enough  to 
make  it  all  worthwhile. 


The  Saint  **** 
Paramount  Pictures 

plot:  A  master  thief  haunted  hy 
his  past,  uses  many  disguises  to 
avoid  capture,  and  falls  in  love 
with  a  beautiful  scientist. 

The  storyline  could  keep 
anyone's  interest...  The  plot 
happens  fast,  and  keeps  the  au- 
dience on  it's  toes.  Special  ef- 
fects here  are  fantastic,  and 
Kilmer's  acting  ability  is  bril- 
liantly played  out,  with  all  the 
impersonations  and  character 
changes. 


I  would  recommend  this 
movie  to  my  mother,  my  boss, 
and  my  best  friend  -  to  anyone, 
really.  An  interesting  (though 
inconclusive)  storyline  with  a 
love  story  thrown  in  on  the  side 
-  but  what  kind  of  a  love  is  this? 
Elizabeth  Shue  is  fiercely  inde- 
pendent -  not  your  typical  sappy 
romantic  female  lover.  This  love 
affair  is  based  on  faith,  on  ad- 
venture. I  don't  think  I  could  do 
something  like  this  -  I  need  to 
know  where  I  stand.  Even 
knowing  that  I'm  one  of  many 
is  better  than  not  knowing  at  all. 
With  these  guys,  there  are  no 
absolutes,  no  guarantees  that  ei- 
ther partner  will  be  around  the 
next  day,  or  ever  again,  for  that 
matter.  Is  this  realistic?  I  mean, 
sure,  I  know,  it's  only  a  movie. 
These  big-screen  blockbusters 
rarely  mock  reality,  because 
there's  no  money  in  it  -  most 
people  won't  pay  money  to 
watch  their  lives  on  screen.  But 
do  some  people  really  play  their 
loves  like  this?  What  kind  of 
confidence  does  that  take?  What 
kind  of  indifference?  Maybe 
I'm  just  a  sap... 


Val  Kilmer  slurs  in  The  Saint 


Frenzy 

is  coming!!    - 


April  28-Wlay  9 

Stay  tuned  for  details!! 
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Plymouth  Neon 


<¥.  i 
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$1,000 

■+■     $400     =     $1,400 

Consumer 
Incentive 

College  Grad  Cash                       Total  College  Grad 
for  Those  Eligible                                       Savings 

*-FB 

3.9%     -+-    $400 

Annua 

1  Percentage           College  Grad  Cash 
Rate                                    for  Those  Eligible 

One  clever  idea  after  another.  lL-^/_  I  That's  Plymouth. 
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Baseball's  Revolutionary  Remembered 


By  Michael  J.  Poirier 

Sports  Editor 

Yesterday  marked  the  50th 
anniversary  of  Jackie 
Robinson's  debut  with  the 
Brooklyn  Dodgers  at  Ebbets 
Field  against  the  Boston  Braves. 
Although  African-American 
ballplayers  John  "Bud"  Fowler, 
Moses  Fleetwood  Walker,  Frank 
Grant  and  Jimmy  Claxton 
preceeded  Robinson  across  the 
white  lines  onto  the  baseball 
diamond,  it  was  Robinson  who 
endured  the  constant  insults, 
taunts,  epithets  and  indignities 
hurled  at  him  from  opposing 
players  and  hate  filled  fans  for 
the  sake  of  Brooklyn  Dodgers 
General  Manager  Branch 
Rickey's  great  experiment.  An 
experiment  that  would  not 
have  succeeded  without 
Robinson's  skill,  courage,  and 
desire  to  prevail. 

Robinson,  a  28-year-old 
grandson  of  a  slave,  was  a 
four-sport  star  at  UCLA,  US 
Army  Officer  and  star  player  for 
the  Kansas  City  Monarchs  of  the 
Negro  Leagues  and  was  tabbed 
by  Rickey  to  begin  a  new  era  in 
America's  so  called  national 
pastime. 

Prior  to  Robinson  no  African- 
American  had  played  for  a  or- 
ganized white  baseball  team 
since  Claxton,  who  was  passed 
off  as  a  Native-American,  was 
summarily  removed  from  the 
Pacific  Coast  League's  Oakland 
Oaks  baseball  team  in  1916 
when  it  was  realized  that  he  had 
Afro-American  ancestry. 

Although  Robinson  was  one 
of  the  Negro  League's  top  play- 
ers, Rickey  would  not  sign 
Robinson  until  he  was  sure  he 
could  withstand  the  abuse  that 
would  be  heaped  upon  him  and 
that  Robinson  would  not  retali- 
ate in  kind.  In  fact  when 
Robinson  was  eight  years  old 
living  in  Pasadena,  California,  a 
little  girl  across  the  street  from 
where  he  lived  called  him 
"nigger."  Robinson  replied  by 
calling  her  "cracker." 
The  girl's  father  came 
out  and  threw  rocks  at 
Robinson  who 

promptly  threw  them 
right  back. 

Another  incident 
occured  during 
Robinson's  stint  with 
the  Army.  Due  to 
Robinson's  failure  to 
sit  in  the  back  of  a  bus, 
he  was  tried  for  a  gen- 
eral court  martial  on 
grounds  of  insubordi- 
nation, but  was  acquit- 
ted and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged shortly  thereafter.  Be- 
cause of  these  past  incidents 
Rickey  preceeded  to  hurl  every 
imaginable  insult  at  Robinson  to 
see  if  he  could  withstand  them. 
Robinson  in  turn,  asked 
Rickey,  "Mr.  Rickey  do  you 
want  a  ballplayer  who's  afraid 
to  fight  back?"  Rickey  re- 
sponded by  saying,  "I  want  a 
ballplayer  with  guts  enough  not 


to  fight  back.  You  will  symbol- 
ize a  crucial  cause.  One  incident, 
just  one  incident,  can  set  it  back 
20  years." 

After  signing  his  contract 
Robinson  played  his  first  season 
(1946)  with  Brooklyn's  farm 
team  in  Montreal.  Upon 
Montreal's  winning  the  Interna- 
tional League  championship  that 
same  year,  Robinson  was  chased 
through  the  streets,  not  because 
of  the  color  of  his  skin,  but  be- 


cause the  fans  were  so  enamored 
with  their  new  star. 

"It  was  probably  the  only  day 
in  history,"  wrote  Sam  Maltin,  a 
reporter  for  the  Pittsburgh  Cou- 
rier, "that  a  black  man  ran  from 
a  white  mob  with  love,  instead 
of  lynching  in  its  mind." 

The  following  season  the 
Dodgers  bought  Robinson's 
contract  from  Montreal  in  April 
of  1947  and  would  suddenly  be 
barraged  with  a  new  set  of  in- 
sults from  not  only  other  team's 
players  and  managers,  but  from 
his  own  teammates  as  well.  In 
fact  in  one  instance  Phillies' 
manager  Ben  Chapman  told 
Robinson's  teammates  they 
would  become  infected  with  re- 
pulsive sores  and  diseases  if  they 
touched  the  towels  or  combs  he 
used.  On  another  occasion  dur- 
ing Spring  Training  Dodgers 
catcher  Dixie  Walker  sent 
around  a  petition  demanding  that 
Robinson  be  removed  from  the 
team. 


In  Robinson's  first  game 
against  the  Boston  Braves  he 
would  go  0-4  and  there  was 
doubt  that  Robinson  could  not 
only  withstand  the  racial  indig- 
nities that  were  thrown  at  him, 
but  couldn't  hit  major  league 
pitching  as  well.  Even  with  these 
obstacles  in  front  of  him 
Robinson  proceeded  to  hit  .297 
with  1 2  home  runs,  48  RBI  and 
scored  125  runs  in  being  named 


the  National  League's  rookie  of 
the  year. 

Two  years  later  Robinson 
would  lead  the  National  League 
with  a  .342  batting  average,37 
stolen  bases,  score  122  runs  and 
drive  in  124  RBI  in  being  named 
the  league's  MVP.  In  fact  dur- 
ing Robinson's  ten  years  with 
the  Dodgers  he  would  lead  them 
to  six  pennants  and  a  World  Se- 
ries championship  in  1955.  In 
1962  Robinson  would  be  the 
first  African-American  to  be 
inducted  into  Baseball's  Hall 
of  Fame  at  Cooperstown,  NY. 
In  1972  ten  days  after  throw- 
ing out  the  first  pitch  at  Game 
2  of  the  World  Series, 
Robinson,  at  the  age  of  52, 
died  of  a  massive  heart  attack. 
Shortly  before  his  death 
Robinson  stated  that  "A  life  is 
not  important  except  in  the  im- 
pact it  has  on  other  lives." 

At  his  funeral  the  Rev.  Jesse 
Jackson  stated  in  his  euolgy 
that,  "When  Jackie  took  the 
field  something  within  us  re- 
minded us  of  our  birthright  to  be 
free.  And  somebody  without  re- 
minded us  that  it  could  be  at- 
tained. There  was  strength  and 
pride  and  power  when  the  big 
rock  hit  the  water,  and  concen- 
tric circles  came  forth  and 
ripples  of  new  possibility  spread 
throughout  the  nation.  For  a 
fleeting  moment,  America  tried 
democracy,  and  it  worked.  For  a 
fleeting  moment,  America  be- 
came one  nation  under  God. 
This  man  turned  the  stumbling 
block  into  a  stepping  stone." 

Editor's  note: 

The  year  Jackie  Robinson 
died  I  was  only  two  years  old 
and  certainly  didn't  realize  the 
impact  that  he  had  had  on  not 
only  the  game  of  baseball,  but 
on  the  state  of  the  nation  as  well. 
As  I  grew  older  and  realized  the 
sacrifices  that  Robinson  made  in 
order  to  allow  other  African- 
Americans  to  play  baseball,  I  not 
only  admired  him 
for  his  skills  as  a 
Hall  of  Fame  sec- 
ond baseman  for  the 
Brooklyn  Dodgers, 
but  as  a  person  as 
well. 

Currently  the 
Nike  asportation  is 
running  a  commer- 
cial where  many  of 
baseball's  past  and 
present  stars  like 
Hank  Aaron,  Emie 
Banks,  and  John 
""Buck"  O'Neilsay 
Thank  You  to  Mr. 
Robinson.  I  would  like  to  thank 
Mr.  Robinson  for  not  only  mak- 
ing baseball  a  better  game  due 
to  his  participation,  but  would 
like  to  thank  him  for  making  this 
a  better  country.  By  the  way  Mr. 
Robinson  the  impact  you  had  on 
other  lives  is  as  important  now 
as  it  was  then. 

Above:  Robinson's  1954  Topps 
Card  and  labels  Field 


Intramural  Corner 


By  Brian  Bicknell 
Intramural  Director 

Intramural  Soccer 

This  past  Monday  the  indoor 
soccer  championship  game  was 
played  before  a  packed  house 
at  McKay  gymnasium.  Before 
the  game  Scott  Sorenson  pro- 
claimed "Trees  will  tap  dance, 
elephants  will  sing  and  Orsen 
Welles  will  skip  breakfast, 
lunch  and  dinner  before  Team 
Haiti  finds  a  way  to  win" 

In  the  course  of  the  next  40  minutes  Team  Haiti  outhustled,  out- 
ran, outworked  and  fiat  out  outplayed  the  cocky  Bombed  Squad 
who  went  undefeated  during  the  year. 

In  the  end  Team  Haiti  took  home  the  Intramural  Championship 
T-shirts  and  Bombed  Squad  was  left  to  ponder  what  might  have 
been. 


Don't  forget  to  sign  up  for: 

Co-ed  Softball 

Women's  Basketball 

Fishing  Derby 

Tennis 

Wiffleball 

Golf 

Beach  Volleyball 

Rosters  are  due  by  April  25 


Team  Haiti 


Photo  courtesty  of  Brian  Bicknell 


Upcoming 

FSC  Action 

Wednesday  April  16 

Baseball  at  Plymouth  State  Coll 

ege 

Away 

3:30 

Softball  vs.  Endicott 

Home 

4:00 

Thursday  April  17 

Softball  vs.  Curry  College 

Home 

4:00 

Friday  April  18 

Softball  vs.  Worcester  Stale  (2) 

Home 

3:00 

Saturday  April  19 

Baseball  vs.  Mass  Maritime  (2) 

Home 

ncx)n 

Women's  Track  Invitational 

Home 

11:00 

Mens  Track  at  WPI 

tba 

Softball  vs.  Mass  Maritime  (2) 

Home 

noon 

Sunday  April  20 

Baseball  vs.  Amherst  College 

Home 

1:00 

Monday  April  21 

Baseball  vs.  Wcsifield  State  (2) 

Home 

ncx>n 

Softball  vs.  Westfieid  State  (2) 

Home 

noon 
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Bicycle,  Bicycle..!  want  to  ride  my  bicycle,  I  want  to  ride  my  bike 


By  Pauvann  Pe//olesi 
Staff  Writer 


The  1W7  cycling  season  be- 
gan a  tew  weeks  ago  and  Mother 
Nature  has  not  been  cooperating. 
Bad  road  conditions  and  freez- 
ing temperatures  in  the  begin- 
ning of  April  have  not  stopped 
cyclists  from  riding  on  the  road 
and  trekking  through  muddy 
back  trails. 

Mountain  bike  action  can  be 
seen  at  the  local  mountain  bike 
ndes  that  are  held  on  Saturdays 
at  6  am.  meeting  at  Burbank 
Hospital.  The  ride  is  a  nice  lei- 
surely paced  ride  where  riders 
can  strengthen  their  technical 
abilities.  Mountain  biking  is  a 
good  way  to  learn  how  to  handle 
the  bike  so  the  rider  can  spend 
more  time  on  the  bike  then  get- 
ting thrown  off  it.  The  ride  is 
through  back  trails  where  riders 
trek  through  narrow  paths  aver- 
aging 20-25  miles  an  hour. 

There  are  also  Tuesday  night 
mountain  bike  rides  at  6  pm 
meeting  at  Crocker  School  to 
ride  through  the  trails  behind 
Burbank  Hospital.  This  ride  is 
for  riders  who  crave  more  of  a 
challenge,  it  is  a  faster  paced  and 
a  more  aggressive  ride.  The  trails 
are  also  harder  to  ride  through 
and  get  more  technical. 

Putting  all  mountain  bikes 
aside  for  those  "roadies"  who  do 
road  riding  and  racing  there  are 
Sunday  morning  road  rides  that 
meet  in  Gamache  Cyclery's 
parking  lot  on  Water  Street.  The 
ride  starts  at  8  am  and  is  led  by 
George  Gamache  of  Gamache 


Cyclery  and  other  Gamache 
employees.  The  ride  is  an  all 
abilities  ride  for  those  who  like 
the  freedom  of  the  road.  The 
road  rides  are  different  from  the 
Mountain  bike  rides  in  that  they 
become  more  competitive  and 
break  down  into  different  abil- 
ity levels. 

The  rides  can  range  from  40- 
60  miles  and  usually  last  an  hour 
and  a  half  depending  on  the  per- 
son. The  rides  provide  good 
riding  experience  in  making  you 
a  better  rider  and  is  a  way  to  keep 
your  body  in  shape  and  gives  the 
rider  a  chance  to  learn  the  rules 
of  the  road.  After  the  rides  there 
are  always  the  traditional 
Gamache  Bagel  and  coffee  run 
where  riders  can  hang  out  and 
talk.  These  are  all  free  rides  for 
anyone  who  loves  to  ride  and  has 
the  appetite  to  compete. 

Besides  the  local  rides  there 
are  also  road  time  trials  for  rac- 
ers and  those  who  want  to  race. 
The  time  trial  is  off  of  route  140 
in  Gardner  right  next  door  to 
Mount  Wachusett  Community 
College.  This  time  trial  is  a 
twelve  mile  course  where  the 
rider  has  to  beat  the  clock  against 
themselves.  This  time  trial  is  a 
twelve  mile  course  where  the 
rider  has  to  beat  the  clock  against 
themselves.  This  time  trial  im- 
proves cyclists  speed  and  builds 
endurance  to  help  cyclists  move 
up  in  races. 

For  those  who  want  fast 
paced  Pro  racing,  Fitchburg  is 
home  to  one  of  the  most  excit- 
ing U.S.  stage  races,  the 
Fitchburg  Longsjo  Classic.  The 


Longsjo  comes  to  Fitchburg  an- 
nually every  year  for  three  days 
of  intense'  cycling.  This  year's 
Longsjo  is  on  July  3rd  through 
the  6th  and  will  be  held  in 
Downtown  Main  street. 

The  Longsjo  is  a  four-stage 
race.  The  races  include  the  cir- 
cuit race,  the  time  trial,  the 
mountain  bike  race  and  the  cri- 
terium  race.  The  four  stages  race 
in  different  order  each  year  and 
are  one  race  a  day. 

The  circuit  race  often  called 
the  "crit"  starts  out  on  John  Fitch 
Highway.  The  circuit  race  is  a 
fairly  short  race  where  racers 
race  on  a  bigger  course  and  there 
is  also  the  criterium  race  which 
is  always  the  most  exciting  and 
popular  race  to  watch  because 
the  course  is  accessible  for  view- 
ers to  see  all  the  action.  The  cri- 
terium is  a  very  fast  paced  race 
with  a  short  course.  The  time 
trial  race  is  a  race  against  the 
clock  where  the  racers  go  as  fast 
as  they  can  and  whoever  has  the 
fastest  time  wins.  The  longest 
race  to  watch  is  the  mountain 
bike  race,  the  race  starts  out  on 
Wachusett  Mountain  and  racers 
do  battle  down  the  mountain  and 
complete  a  loop  to  finish  the  race 
back  at  the  top  of  the  mountain. 

The  prize  for  these  races  are 
$10,000  for  the  men  and  $5,000 
dollars  for  the  women.  The 
Longsjo  gives  a  chance  to  see 
high  performance  riding,  give 
fans  a  chance  to  see  Pro  racers 
and  pro  teams  such  as  the  L.A. 
Sheriffs  and  Team  Shakley  and 
provides  Fitchburg  with  a  few 
days  of  excitement. 


The  Longsjo  road  race 
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Mason  the  Marvel  Superhero 


By  Jessica  L.  McGowan 
Co-Features  Editor 


On  Tuesday,  March  8,  at 
6:30pm  another  showdown  was 
held  in  the  Hammond  Building 
Game  Room  to  find  the  best 
champion  fighter  in  the  world. 
This  time  the  method  to  decide 
the  victor  was  Capcom's  vid^o 
game  Marvel  Superheroes.  This 
six  button  monstrosity  hosts  10 
characters  and  is  based  en  Mar- 
vel comic  book  action  heroes. 

Eight  FSC  students  entered 
the  tournament  to  match  power 
and  reflexes  in  the  ultimate 
comic  book  combat.  The  brawl 
boiled  down  to  three  fierce  com- 
petitors: Mason  Fitch,  Max 
Oriol,  and  Julio  Sanchez. 

In  their  first  duel,  Mason 
chose  the  webbed  wonder 
Spiderman,  while  Max  fought 
with  the  wildly  ferocious  Wol- 
verine, in  a  match  most  cartoon 
watching  kids  dream  about. 
Max  made  quick  work  of  Ma- 
son sending  him  to  battle  Julio 
in  an  attempt  to  remain  in  the 
tournament.  Julio,  battling  as 
Juggernaut,  was  knocked  out  of 
the  competition  early  leaving  the 
contest  again  to  Mason  and  Max. 
Mason,  beaten  in  their  first 
match,  chose  a  different  strategy, 
this  time  choosing  Wolverine, 


mirroring  Mad  Max  in  a  grudge 
match  to  the  death.  Max  was 
defeated  in  two  consecutive 
Wolverine  vs.  Wolverine  battles 
leaving  Mason  Fitch  the  victor 
and  recipient  of  $20  in  quarters. 
This  just  goes  to  show  that  hours 
of  playing  video  games,  reading 
comic  books,  and  watching  car- 
toons can  really  pay  off. 

The  Student  Center  is  still 
hosting  tournaments  each  week 
in  the  Hammond  Building  Game 
Room  for  all  who  are  interested. 
First  prize  for  each  is  $20  in 
quarters,  and  students  should 
sign  up  before  the  tournament 
times.  The  air  hockey  tourna- 
ment that  was  canceled  due  to 
the  snowstorm  should  be  held 
soon,  keep  an  eye  out  for  post- 
ers in  the  student  center,  or  ask 
Doug  Cross  about  it.  The  sched- 
ule for  other  tournaments  is  as 
follows: 

April  15-Table  Tennis 

(ping  pong)  6:30pm 
April  24-  Darts 

(in  the  pub)  6:30pm 

The  9-ball  tournament  is  cur- 
rently being  held  each  week  in 
the  Game  Room  on  Tuesdays  at 
6:30pm  Prizes  for  this  tourna- 
ment include  a  hundred  dollar 
gift  certificate  to  the  bookstore, 
and  a  Walmart  gift  certificate. 


Student  Athlete  of  the  Week 


This  week's  student  of  the  week  is  Wendy 
Keegan.  Keegan,  a  freshman,  went  3-0  with  a  2.00 
ERA  last  week.  She  has  been  a  key  figure  in  FSC's 
5-1  start  up  north  -  their  best  since  1988.  The  soft- 
ball  team  are  5-10  overall  after  their  0-9  trip  to 
Florida  where  they  played  Division  n  teams. 

In  her  team  leading  67  innings  of  work,  Keegan 
has  posted  an  overall  4.91  ERA,  has  struck  out  27 
batters  (also  a  team  high)  and  has  also  completed 
all  ten  of  her  starts.  Keegan's  record  so  far  this 
year  is  4-6. 

At  the  plate  Keegan  is  only  batting  .1 54,  but  in 
the  field  has  only  committed  one  error  in  17 
chances  for  a  .941  fielding  percentage. 
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Kathy  Herriot 


Wendy  Keegan 

Around  the  Diamond 

Along  with  Keegan  the  Softball  team  has 
been  provided  with  the  leadership  excel- 
lence of  captains  Kathy  Herriot  and  Dianne 
Horwath,  Herriot  is  currently  batting  .241 
with  five  RBI  while  Horwath  has  hit  the 
team's  only  homerun  of  the  season  and  is 
batting  .282  with  four  doubles.  Horwath 
also  leads  the  team  with  18  total  bases  and 
a  .462  slugging  percentage. 

Others  putting  in  strong  performances 
are  Kim  Nolan  who  is  hitting  .333  and 
Denise  Rogers  who  is  hitting  .324  and  is 
second  on  the  team  with  eight  RBI. 


